
ANNUAL MEETING 2019

For 92 years, the Sons and Daughters of the First Settlers of Newbury have been 

gathering for their Annual Meeting.   This year, it was held on August 10 at the Hope 

Church in Newburyport.   Registration and a continental breakfast began at 8:30 a.m.   

Folks really look forward to this time as an opportunity to meet and talk with their 

Newbury cousins.

Following the business meeting, Ghlee Woodworth, a Newburyport historian, gave a 

very intriguing presentation about the history of Newburyport ship building.  With the 

use of slides, she spoke of local sea captains and ship owners, as well as the people who 

built and rigged the big ships.   She also described the different types of sailing ships of 

that era.   

The second speaker was our President Ed Mair who told about the research that went 

into the writing of our book “The 1683 Jackman Willet house” that was just recently 

released.  This book contains a detailed history and description of the house as well as 

the genealogy of the folks who lived there. The book also gives the year by year history of 

the Sons & Daughters of Newbury, as extracted by Registrar Susan Gagnon from the 

actual minutes of the meetings since its founding in 1927.    The proceeds of this 

publication will go entirely toward the maintenance and improvements of the Jackman 

Willet house.

Many compliments were received for the presentations which were both of local 

historical topics.

At the completion of the programs, there was a buffet luncheon, prepared and served by 

Carry Out Café of Newburyport.    The last events of the day were tours of the JW house 

and the Lower Green Schoolhouse which were available to anyone interested. 

ANNUAL MEETING SURVEY

    We would like to hear from our members:  what are your ideas and suggestions of 

what would make Annual Meeting interesting? What would you like to have for 

programs and events?  What would make you want to attend?  We need your ideas!  For 

those who were at meeting this year, we would also like to hear what you thought about 

the new caterer we used.  Should we stay with them or return to our previous caterer? 

   This survey is for all our members because you are the society and this event is for 

you.  We would like it to be as interesting as possible. Your input is very important.  All 

suggestions are welcomed.    All replies will be kept anonymous.

   Please won’t  you just take a moment to email your comments to Board member Sue 

Gagnon at  newburykinship@comcast.net.     We look forward to hearing from you.   

Thank you !

     


